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Panel tackles child-care issues
I Foundations,
businesseso agencies
seek soltrtions for
Austin parents

BvGLqRA G. Hrnnenn
American-Statesman Staff

Six of Austin's charitable foun'
dations sponsored a Panel discus-
sion Tuesday on improving the
quality of child care in Austin,
and they may give the issue the
clout needed to reach concrete so-
lutions and raise the money to
back major initiatives.

More than 140 PeoPle repre-
senting businesses, government
and child-care centers attended
"Early Childhood at Risk: What is
the cost of neglect?" hosted bY the
Hogg Foundation, Lola Wright
Foundation, RGK Foundation,
Shield-Ayres Foundation, Trull
Foundation and ExPanding Ho-
rizons.

"This is one of the most impor-
tant issues our community can ad-
dress," said Mayor Kirk Watson,
who moderated the discussion.
The five panelists were rrepresent-
atives of the Hogg Foundation,
IBM and Child Inc., which is a
nonprofit child-care Provider, as
well as a University of Texas Pro-
fessor and a crirninal court judge.

The event, at the Headliners
Club, was the flrst time six local
foundations have joined to tackle
Austin's child-care Problems. Be-
cause of the involvement of the
foundations - which have given
millions to nonprofit groups and
charitable causes in Austin over
the years - many of those attend-
ing are optimistic about the effort.

For the Past few Years, child-
care advocates have said Austin is
in a child-care crisis, like much of
the rest of the nation. Problems in-
clude high costs, inadequate PaY
for workers and poor-quality care'

"People have to decide that this
is a priority," said Panelist Mi-
chael Lacour, director of Human

Mlchael
lacour: Panelist
from IBM saYs
cornmunitY rnust
make quality
child care a
priority.

Resources for IBM in Austin'
IBM is part of the American

Business Collaborative for Quali'
ty Eependent Care, a grouP- of
cbmpanies that have committed to
spend $100 million to irnProve
child- and elder-care Programs trY
2000.

Lacour said getting a collabora-
tion off the ground in Austin has
been taxing. "I'm ashamed to say
we're having a tough time doing
so." he said.

One major difficultY is getting
businesses to commit moneY be'
cause theY want to see clear re-
sults for their dollars, Lacour said.

During TuesdaY's discussion,
nanelists and audience members
Eave their ideas to imProve child
care. Some included:

I Creating savings Plans with
incentives at banks so PeoPle can
invest in child care before becom-
ing a parent.

I Giving discounts at child-care
centers to peoPle who take Parent-
ing classes.

I linXing with businesses such
as car dealershiPs that will make
donations to sPecific child.care
centers when customers make a
purchase.

I Educating the Public about
the importance of qualitY child
care and bringing all Parts of the
community together to come uP
with solutions.

The challenge ahead will be get-
ting money to make some of the
initiatives become a realitY, said
many who attended the meeting

Several people sald theY have
more hope that the foundatisn-
sponsored event will lead to tangi
ble *qolutions than some events
that have been held in the Past.

"The key thing about this par'
ticular revival is we have the com-
mitment and ear of citY leaders,"
said Julie Todaro, board President
ofthe Connections Resource Cen-
ter, a nonProfit agencY that Pro-
vides information to Parents and
child-care providers. "There are
also so rnanY foundations in-
volved that might Provide. seed

money for some of these so1"
lutions.l'

"I feel very hoPeful because we'
had six foundations sPonso-ring
this event," said Gretchen Lrya.
Shartle, executive directclr of Ex'

oanding Horizons. "BY lending
their name to this, theY'are saying
that theY want to get behind thid
issue."

Shartle said she hoPes several q&

the foundations can Pool their'
money to award grants to nonProF'
it groups tackling solutions or use{
iirE--o'""v as levlrage to get busi-j
nesses or goverrlment agencies to'
make commitments. A folloWuP
meeting is Planned for JulY' she,
said.
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